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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a system for 
limiting the copy of a computerized secret document, 
SOLUTION: When a document acquisition request is 
received from a client 1 , a document distributing part 
24 of a document server 2 extracts a requested 
document from a document DB 22 and reads the 
secret block of the document from the watermark 
area of that document and when that secret block is 
a block for secret hold and the user of the client 1 
has the reference authority of that document 
requested document information is transmitted to the 
client 1. A document acquiring part 15 of the client 1 
receives this document information and reads the 
secret block of the document from the watermark 
area in the document and when the secret block is a 
block for secret hold, information for identifying the 
user is invisibly embedded in the watermark area in 
the document 
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